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SUBJECT: SINGAPORE RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM 

1 . THE SINGAPORE CHARGE IN PARIS (AZIZ) SAID THAT 
HE HAD RECEIVED A REPORT FROM A COLLEAGUE WHO 
SERVED AS INTERPRETER OF THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
HIS FOREIGN MINISTER AND A VIETNAMESE REPRESENTATIVE 
(AMBASSADOR IN KUALA LUMPUR) PROTESTING THE 
SINGAPORE HANDLING OF THE VIETNAMESE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE HIJACKING. THE CONVERSATION BECAME VERY 
HEATED AND THE VIETNAMESE BEGAN TO SHOUT AND ABUSE 
THE SINGAPORE FM AND HIS GOVERNMENT. FINALLY THE 
MINISTER, WHO IS A USUALLY A VERY SELF-CONTROLLED 
PERSON, LOST HIS TEMPER AND REPLIED WITH VIGOR 

AND ENDED BY TELLING THE VIETNAMESE THAT HE SHOULD BE 
ON THE NEXT PLANE LEAVING SINGAPORE. THE CHARGE 
HERE THOUGHT THAT THIS STORMY INTERVIEW MIGHT 
AFFECT HIS RELATIONS WITH THE VIETNAMESE HERE, BUT 
THE SRV AMBASSADOR, VO VAN SUNG, HAS CONTINUED TO BE 
VERY CORDIAL AND "JOKING". THE FOREIGN MINISTER, 
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HOWEVER, IS STILL ANNOYED WITH THE VIETNAMESE LACK 
OF MANNERS. 

2. AZIZ NOTED THAT THE VIETNAMESE HAD OFTEN BEEN 
VERY CLUMSY IN THEIR HANDLING OF HIS GOVERNMENT, AND 
HE THOUGHT THAT THE MALAYSIANS, WHO HAD MORE 
FREQUENT ACCESS TO THE VIETNAMESE, WERE ATTEMPTING 
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TO EDUCATE THE VIETNAMESE ON HOW TO HANDLE ALL THE 
ASEAN COUNTRIES. 

HARTMAN 
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